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sulfate concentrations in the air and precipitation (acid rain) have

been reduced or stabilized in almost every park, and visibility is stable

or improving in all parks. This trend should last because pollution

reductions are expected to continue as a result of regulatory or vol-

untary programs aimed at improving visibility and public health. For

example, almost every power plant in the West has installed or has

committed to install sulfur dioxide pollution controls. In fact, agree-

ments reached on emission reduction targets and timelines are being

not only fulfilled but exceeded. These actions result from more than a

decade of collaboration among western states, tribes, federal land

managers, and stakeholders.

Ozone- and nitrogen-related pollution presents more of a chal-

lenge. Ozone affects human health and vegetation; nitrogen-related

THE NPS AIR QUALITY PROGRAM was created shortly after the

Clean Air Act was amended in 1977 to protect clean air, especially in

national parks and wilderness areas. Since then, the Air Resources

Division, which administers the program, has developed an extensive

monitoring network and a wealth of knowledge about the causes and

effects of air pollution in parks. Collaborative relationships have been

formed with regulatory agencies and stakeholders who have the

authority or ability to develop and implement air quality management

programs. The National Park Service has been challenged by its lack

of control over air pollution that comes largely from outside park

boundaries. In addition, as with many natural resource management

issues, it usually takes many years to document and disseminate

information about resource conditions and trends and to develop

and implement solutions. Despite these challenges, the Air Quality

Program is an excellent example of how long-term investment in

monitoring, research, and relationship-building can promote better

protection of park resources.

In 2005, overall air quality was stable or improving in 68% of the

parks that have at least six years of on-site data. The most positive

trends stem from significant reductions in sulfur dioxide emissions:
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Air Quality Program: Information + collaboration = results
By Christine Shaver

FY 2005 ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT FOR NPS  GPRA AIR QUALITY GOAL Ia3 FOR REPORTING  NPS  AREAS

The NPS Air Resources Division 
reported in its FY 2005 performance
assessment for GPRA (Government
Performance and Results Act) that 
it exceeded goal Ia3 for air quality 
in units of the National Park System
that report air quality. The goal is 
for 70% of reporting parks to have
demonstrated stable or improving 
air quality by 30 September 2008. 
The planned performance target 
for FY 2005 was 64% of reporting 
parks meeting this goal, and the 
actual measure was 68% (34 of 50
reporting parks) that demonstrated
improving or stable air quality.

Park meets Ia3 goal, park air 
quality stable or improving

Park does not meet Ia3 goal

No data / insufficient data
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The Air Quality Program is an excellent example of
how long-term investment in monitoring, research, 
and relationship-building can promote better protection
of park resources.


